St. Augustine Parish
5113 - 52 Avenue, Ponoka, Alberta T4J 1H6
Phone: 403.783-4048 Text: 825.706-4863
E-mail: StAugustine.Ponoka@caedm.ca
Website: staugustine.caedm.ca
Facebook: St.AugustinePonoka
Office Hours: 9 am – 12 pm & 1pm –3 pm Tues to Thurs. & Fri 9 a.m.-12 noon

December 5, 2021

Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5.1-9
Psalm 126
Philippians 1.3-6,8-11 Luke 3.1-6
God makes a way of life
for people, and we are called to
make
a
way
with
Him.
Wherever
we
find
ourselves in this messy world,
Advent is a call to prepare for Christ in our lives
and the world. This is an internal and personal
journey. At the same time, Christ’s coming is geared
toward the salvation of every soul, so that the
mountains of struggle would be lowered and the
valleys of suffering and injustice be filled in for all
people.
As we sit in silent wait during Advent, we
would do well to consider what we are waiting
for in the world and with whom. So much struggle
and suffering surround us: pandemic fatigue and
division, a nation in desperate need of healing and
reconciliation, and refugees waiting in camps to
cross our borders in search of a new life. If we are
going to celebrate joy with the Psalmist, we need to
work with Jesus on the great things he is doing to
set captives free, in our hearts and in the
world.
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/December2021-I-Came-That-They-Might-Have-Life-Suggestions-for-life-and
-family-initiative.pdf

Mass Times:

Dear Parishioners:
Thank you for joining us for the Penitential Service on Dec. 2 and a special blessing to Fr. Wilson
& Fr. Mathew who joined us. Let us keep the priests
in our prayers during this time of preparation.
Thank you to our Advent Candle volunteers!
Please join us for our Advent Retreat starting
on Wed. Dec. 8 @ 7 p.m. for three weeks and
ending on Dec. 22. If you want to do some homework, go to FORMED.org to preview the video:
Forgiven.
Father Simmy is away for a Deanery meeting
on Dec. 9. The office will be closed.
Simbang Gabi starts on Dec, 15 @ 6 a.m.
There are no 6 a.m. masses on Dec. 18 or 19.
More details on the poster.
Thank you to all who have given generously
this month to our Operations and Building Fund.
We have $1,696,500 in our Building Fund.
We will know and love God through Word,
Worship & Service. Father Simmy, Russell,
Charmaine, Ken, Nicole, Franziska, Roy, Christine &
Deacon Rollie.

Office closed: Thurs. Dec. 9
and re-opens Friday, Dec. 10 @ 9 a.m.
Next bulletin: December 19
4th Sunday of Advent

Wednesday - 12 noon Saturday - 7:00 p.m. Sunday - 9:00 a.m.

The Archdiocese of Edmonton guidelines: Masks are mandatory.
Please hand sanitize when entering and exiting.
We are limited to one third fire code occupancy. Sign-ups for weekend masses on Flocknote.
If you do not have email or a cell phone, call 403.783-4048 by Wednesday @ 2 p.m.
No congregational singing at this time. Continue to offer one another the Sign of Peace by a bow.
Sunday Dispensation of the Archdiocese will remain in place

Pray for the sick and elderly in our parish,
And especially those affected by the weather
conditions in B. C. & Nova Scotia.

If you know someone who needs prayers,
call our Prayer Line Co-ordinator:
Judy @ 403.783-4347
Remember in your prayers, Jeffery Dewald,
nephew of Bea & Jim (deceased) Gramlich. He
passed away on Nov. 24 and was 60 years old.

COLLECTION TOTALS
for November 2021
(includes mailed in & e-transfers)
Thank you for your generosity!
Operations
$ 7,039
Includes $ 975 from PAD
Building Fund
4,085
Includes $1,030 from PAD

Together We Serve
790
Includes $190 from PAD (Pre-Authorized Donations)

Mass Intentions
Saturday

Dec. 4

7:00 p.m. + Victoria Dela Cruz

Sunday

Dec. 5

9:00 a.m. + Pablo Abayan

Wednesday Dec. 8
12 noon
Saturday
Dec. 11 7:00 p.m

Intentions of Bea Gramlich
+ Lou Gorman

Sunday
Dec. 12 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Dec. 15 6:00 a.m.

+ Ralph Neff
+ Greg Rausch

Dec. 15 12 noon

+ Herb Vandersteen

Thursday

Dec. 16 6:00 a.m.

+ Joseph Robert Hautzinger

Friday

Dec. 17 6:00 a.m.

+ Jim Henderson

Saturday

Dec. 18 7:00 p.m. + Gerald Newton

Sunday

Dec. 19 9:00 a.m.

+ Sid Boukall

Monday

Dec. 20 6:00 a.m.

+ Rodolfo Custodio

Tuesday

Dec. 21 6:00 a.m.

+ William Saunders

Wednesday Dec. 22 6:00 a.m.

Thursday

Dec. 22 12 noon

+ Deceased members of Kohlman & Vogel
Family
+ Loretta Stretch

Dec. 23 6:00 a.m.

+ Terry Ma

Confession: 30 minutes before mass or by appointment with Father Simmy J oseph CMI.
Anointing of the Sick: in case of emergency call Fr. Simmy at 780.720-1291.
For

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 30 minutes before our Saturday & Wednesday masses

CWL Bake Sale
After mass on Sat. Dec. 11
& Sun. Dec. 12
Thanks so much for supporting the work of the CWL
by baking or buying.
Baking may be dropped off in the breezeway
Sat. Dec. 10 from 2—4 p.m.
CWL members...it’s time to renew our memberships.
If you aren’t a member, we invite you to join the
sisterhood of women who want to grow in their
faith, serve God and Canada, wherever and whenever we can, defend our Christian values and work for
social justice.
If you can’t be an active member that’s fine. Your
membership fee supports the work of the CWL not
just in our parish, but also the work of more that
75,000 women across Canada.
Membership is $25 and you can pay Carol Koleyak,
Tina in the office or drop off an
envelope with your name, address, and
phone # in the collection basket.
Info: 403.783-2148

Join us for 2021 Advent Retreat
—30 minute video
followed by discussion & reflections
Wed. Dec. 8 @ 7 p.m.
Wed. Dec. 15 @ 7 p.m.
Wed. Dec. 22 @ 7 p.m.
https://watch.formed.org/forgiven

ATTENTION: Parents of Children
preparing for First Reconciliation &
First Holy Communion!
Info: Deacon Rollie: 403.783-6168
Simbang Gabi “ rooster masses”
Wed. Dec. 15 @ 6 a.m. until
Thurs. Dec. 23 @ 6 a.m.
No 6 a.m. mass on Dec. 18 & 19
Check times on the posters.
Donations to Building Fund appreciated.

Thank you to our
Advent Wreath Candle volunteers!
THE FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT
During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two
purple candles.
The Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete (Rejoice)
Sunday. On this day we celebrate that our waiting for the birth
of Jesus on Christmas day is almost over. Rose is a liturgical
color that is used to signify joy, so we light the single pink candle on the third Sunday of Advent.
Then on the fourth Sunday of Advent, the final purple candle
is lit to mark the final week of prayer and penance as we wait
expectantly for the soon-coming birth of the King of Kings. ...:
 The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope with the
"Prophet’s Candle" reminding us that Jesus is coming.
 The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the
"Bethlehem Candle" reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s journey
to Bethlehem.
 The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the
"Shepherd’s Candle" reminding us of the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus.
 The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace with the
"Angel’s Candle" reminding us of the message of the angels:
“Peace on Earth, Good Will Toward Men “
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/
the-advent-wreath-tradition-meaning-5924

It’s FREE! We have a subscription!
FORMED.org is a web based tool for Catholic Faith
formation & resources that includes hundreds of
DVD’s, audio course, e-books, prayers, bible studies,
documentaries and leadership training that is entertaining, engaging, information, and above all formative.
Access is easy:
1. If you are new to FORMED, sign up using your
e-mail and the St Stephen postal code: T4L 1J7
2. If you have used FORMED before, you simply signing in with your e-mail. You will get a confirmation e
-mail in return, and then you are in! NO passwords
needed!
If you have any questions or need trouble shooting
contact Michael Marien at mmarien@me.com
In Service for One, In Service for All
Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Patriotism
Info: Brother Ken @ 403.783-8653

Friday, December 24
Vigil of the Nativity
7:30 p.m. & 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 25
Christmas Day
8 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.
Holy Family of Mary, Joseph & Jesus
Sunday, December 26 @ 9 a.m .
Welcome to St. Augustine Parish. We encourage all our parishioners who worship with us to register. Our
registry is a vital source of connection we use to communicate and build community.
Please call the office, 403-783-4048, or return this form to the office via the collection basket, mail, or in
person. Thank you.
NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________________
Names & ages of any Children: _____________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ___________________________________________________________P.C.:___________________
Tel. # _____________________________________ Email::______________________________________________

