
A Gradual Return to Publicly Celebrated Mass 
 
May 30, 2020 
 
Dear St. Augustine Parishioners 
 
It is now more than two months since all public celebrations of the Mass were cancelled at Catholic 
Churches in Alberta, due to COVID 19 coronavirus.  The sacrament of the Eucharist is the very heart of 
our Catholic way of life.  The joyful news is that we will soon be able to welcome you back to the parish 
for Mass.   
 
Dispensation of the faithful from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is in place until otherwise 
decreed by the Archbishop. 
 
We are allowed to participate in Mass starting next week at St. Augustine church.  In consultation with 
Alberta’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, Catholic Bishop’s of Alberta developed a detailed list of 
conditions so congregants can safely return to Mass.   
 
These will include:  

 Limiting the total number of participants at each Mass to 50, to ensure physical distancing  

 Attendees will be asked a series of health and travel-related questions to determine risk   

 Names and contact information of attendees will be collected for the purpose of 
contact tracing if necessary  

 Sanitizing hands upon entry and exit  

 Observing physical distancing throughout the celebration (6 feet distance between)  

 Extra cleaning of the church between masses  

 Wearing of masks will be required for those who wish to receive Communion  
Please Note:  

 Parishioners are asked to bring your own mask to church.   

 The church will be open half an hour prior to each mass.  Please arrive early so our Point of Care 
volunteers can assess your health history and verify your contact information.   

 
Mass time in Ponoka are as follows: 

 Week days (Friday June 6 at 5:00 p.m.) then each Wednesdays following at 12:00 noon 

 Weekends beginning Saturday June 6 as follows: 
o Sat June 6 – 7:30 p.m. 
o Sunday June 7 – 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
o Sat June 13 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. 
o Sunday June 14 – 12:00 noon 
o Sat June 20 – 7:30 p.m. 
o Sunday June 21– 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
o Sat June 27 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. 
o Sunday June 28 – 12:00 noon 
o Sat July 4 – 7:30 p.m. 
o Sunday July 5 – 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
o Sat July 11 – 4:30 & 6:00 p.m. 
o Sunday July 12 - 12:00 noon 

 



Pre-book for mass attendance:  We will use Flocknote to communicate mass dates and times and for 
parishioners to book one of the 45 spots available for each mass.  Parishioners who do not have 
Flocknote will receive a call from the parish office and will be able to book a mass date and time over 
the phone at 403-783-4048.   

 
We encourage parishioners to book all masses.  Due to limited space, parishioners we will only be able 
to book one of the available masses on Saturday or Sunday.   
 
Drop in attendance will be accepted as “stand by”, after those who reserved are given priority 
attendance and based on 50 parishioner limits.   
 
Please Note:  We are recruiting for 4 key volunteers for each mass:  Safety Coordinator, Point of Entry, 
Usher, Cleaning and Disinfecting.  Training provided by Parish Council member Thursday June 4 at 7:00 
p.m. at St. Augustine church.  Job Descriptions available.  Call 403-783-4048 to find out more 
information and sign up.   
 
Please check the archdiocese website for any updates and/or changes.  Please only attend your local 
parish as Mass availability in all parishes is extremely limited.   
 
Please check the parish website or contact parish office Wednesday and Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. at 403-783-4048 for more information about times and dates of masses and how to sign up 
for mass attendance.   
 
Thank you for your continued patience and sacrifice.  We look forward to sharing the Eucharist with you 

again, Father Shimit and St. Augustine Parish Council 
 


